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MANUFACTURES. 



No. I. 
SHEET CORK. 



The Silver Isis Medal was presented to Mr. R. Lloyd, 
71, Strand, for his Sheet Cork; Samples of which have 
been placed in the Society's Repository. 

The only use to which sheet cork has hitherto been 
applied by Mr. Lloyd is in his business, which is that 
of a hat manufacturer, for the purpose of giving to hats 
their requisite shape and stiffness. There are, however, 
several other uses to which cork is applied, such as for 
the internal sole of shoes, and for lining the drawers and 
boxes of entomological cabinets. For these, and other 
similar purposes, Mr. Lloyd's sheet cork, which is very 
compact, even, and may be had almost of any thick- 
■ ness, down to. the thirty-second of an inch, is excellently 
adapted. 

The cork, in its raw state, is first brought to a smooth 
surface by shaving and rasping; it then is pressed be- 
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tween hotplate*; and, finally, is subjected to the action 
of a strong press for a day or two. By this process the 
cork becomes more compact and even, and is then ready 
to be split. The instrument employed for this latter 
purpose is similar to that used for splitting skins, with the 
addition of a flat carriage, by which the cork is brought 
under the action of the knife. 



No. II. 

SHAWL OF ENGLISH CASHMEER WOOL. 

The Large Gold Medal was presented to C. T. Tower, 
Esq., of Weald Hall, Essex, for a Shawl made of 
English Cashmeer Wool. 

Several unsuccessful attempts have been made to in- 
troduce and to naturalise, in the British islands, the shawl- 
goat of Cashmeer, that variety of the common goat, or 
perhaps a peculiar species, the down of which is the 
material of the so called India shawls. 

These fabrics, in fineness of fibre, lightness, and 
warmth, are unrivalled by those of any other material. 
It has, therefore, been considered, both in France and 
England, a very desirable object to introduce the shawl- 
goat, for the purpose of ascertaining whether the climate 
of Europe is suitable to it, and whether, under these 
circumstances, the fine down given it by nature as a pro- 



